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By

Charles Dickens

English 10

Bob Jones Academy
A Tale of Two Cities
Charles Dickens 1812-1870

I.
Childhood


A.
Lower class family, poor, father in prison during Dickens’ childhood


B.
Worked in a ______________________ factory at age 12

II.
Career

A. Worked as a ______________________ and then as a _______________________

B. When he felt he could afford it, he married Catherine Hogarth in 1836. They had ten children—7 sons and 3 daughters.

C. Began his novel writing career, publishing many of them ______________.

D. For multiple reasons, including his travels away from his family and his long hours writing/working, his unhappy marriage finally collapsed after ________ years. He and Catherine were legally separated.

E. Dickens died of a ________________.

III.
Writing


A.
Most famous novels (of his 20+)


_______________________________

Oliver Twist


David Copperfield


A Tale of Two Cities


________________________________


B.
Much of his writing is ________________, with multiple plots and subplots.


C.
Many of his characters reflect Dickens’ own difficult _________________.

Historical Background for TTC—The French Revolutionary Period

I.
Pre-revolution Problems/Reasons for the Brewing Discontent


A.
America’s War for Independence gave Frenchmen hope.


B.
Social inequality—France’s old feudal social class system of “estates” caused deep resentment among the lower classes. 



King



First Estate (clergy) = 120,000



Second Estate (nobility/aristocrats) = 350,000



Third Estate (middle class, laborers, farmers, serfs) = 21 million




98% of the French population was poor but paid almost all taxes.

C. Political Inefficiency—Louis XIV had ruled France with power. His successors, Louis XV and Louis XVI (reigned 1774-1792, during TTC), were indifferent and irresponsible, loving pleasure more.

D. Economic Irresponsibility (resulting from the prior two issues)—High taxes burdened the lower class; yet the government spent so extravagantly it was nearly bankrupt. This financial crisis spurred the revolution.

II.
Key Revolution Events

A. July 14, 1789—Storming of the Bastille Prison—This action by the crazed mob kicks off the revolution. Peasants become bolder in refusing to pay taxes.

B. 1792—The monarchy is abolished and the French Republic is established. Louis XVI is “tried,” found guilty of treason, and sentenced to death.

C. January 1793— Louis XVI is beheaded. His wife, Marie Antoinette, is beheaded in October.

III.
Dickens’ French History Source

Thomas Carlyle, another British Victorian author, wrote a famous lengthy work titled History of the French Revolution. Most of Dickens’ mob scenes and revolution details are based on this work’s account.

[image: image2.jpg]A Tale,of
Two. Cities




	Character
	Description

	Dr. Manette
	French physician imprisoned for 18 years in the _____________; helps his daughter Lucie save her husband, Charles Darnay

	Charles Darnay
	Protagonist; French nobleman by birth who renounces his title and inheritance; marries ______________________

	Lucie Manette
	Dr. Manette’s compassionate and virtuous daughter; marries ____________________; well-loved by almost everyone she meets

	Sydney Carton
	A clever ____________who resembles Darnay in appearance; prone to waste his life by _____________; loves Lucie and only desires her happiness.

	Ernest Defarge
	A __________-seller in Paris; Dr. Manette's former _______________ who becomes a leader of the revolutionaries

	Therese Defarge
	The wife of Ernest Defarge; a cruel and vengeful woman who records the names of all who should ____________; represents the bloody and violent aspect of the revolution

	Mr. Jarvis Lorry
	Tellson's bank employee; close and trusted friend of the ________________ family

	Miss Pross
	Lucie's devoted English ____________ who fiercely protects Lucie from any harm

	Jerry Cruncher
	An odd-job man who sits outside Tellson's bank during the day and steals ____________ at night; provides some comic relief in the novel

	Mrs. Cruncher
	Jerry Cruncher's wife; a devout woman who ____________ often because she does not approve of her husband's second job

	C.J. Stryver
	A successful, but selfish, lawyer; employs _____________ and defends Darnay in England

	Marquis St. Evremonde

(Monseigneur)
	Darnay’s cruel and ruthless _____________ who depicts the worst side of the aristocracy; killed by a revolutionary

	Gabelle
	Faithful steward of the Evremonde family who gets into trouble after the revolution breaks out but is helped by ________________

	Gaspard
	Father of the child run over by the Marquis' ______________; personally takes revenge on the Marquis

	John Barsad 

(Solomon Pross)
	Miss Pross's ________________; first a police spy in England and then a prison spy in France

	Roger Cly
	A police spy in England who becomes a prison spy during the revolution; testifies against _______________ at his trial in London

	The Vengeance
	A bloodthirsty woman who is always at the side of __________________________

	Foulon
	An arrogant aristocrat; after the Bastille falls, the angry mob _____________ him

	Jacques One, Two, Three
	Revolutionaries who secretly plan the revolution


THEMES 
Major Theme 
The major theme centers on resurrection, bringing people back to life from the seemingly inevitable clutches of death. Dr. Manette is rescued from long imprisonment and certain death and nursed back to health by the loving attention of his daughter Lucie. Darnay is twice saved from certain death by the compassion of Carton. Others, like Foulon, are brought back from an apparent death, only to meet real death at the hands of the revolutionaries. These resurrected lives weave through the entire plot and hold the story together. 

Themes, Motifs & Symbols

Themes

Themes are the fundamental and often universal ideas explored in a literary work.

The Ever-Present Possibility of Resurrection

With A Tale of Two Cities, Dickens asserts his belief in the possibility of resurrection and transformation, both on a personal level and on a societal level. The narrative suggests that Sydney Carton’s death secures a new, peaceful life for Lucie Manette, Charles Darnay, and even Carton himself. By delivering himself to the guillotine, Carton ascends to the plane of heroism, becoming a Christ-like figure whose death serves to save the lives of others. His own life thus gains meaning and value. Moreover, the final pages of the novel suggest that, like Christ, Carton will be resurrected—Carton is reborn in the hearts of those he has died to save. Similarly, the text implies that the death of the old regime in France prepares the way for the beautiful and renewed Paris that Carton supposedly envisions from the guillotine. Although Carton spends most of the novel in a life of indolence and apathy, the supreme selflessness of his final act speaks to a human capacity for change. Although the novel dedicates much time to describing the atrocities committed both by the aristocracy and by the outraged peasants, it ultimately expresses the belief that this violence will give way to a new and better society.

Dickens elaborates his theme with the character of Doctor Manette. Early on in the novel, Lorry holds an imaginary conversation with him in which he says that Manette has been “recalled to life.” As this statement implies, the doctor’s eighteen-year imprisonment has constituted a death of sorts. Lucie’s love enables Manette’s spiritual renewal, and her maternal cradling of him on her breast reinforces this notion of rebirth.

The Necessity of Sacrifice

Connected to the theme of the possibility of resurrection is the notion that sacrifice is necessary to achieve happiness. Dickens examines this second theme, again, on both a national and personal level. For example, the revolutionaries prove that a new, egalitarian French republic can come about only with a heavy and terrible cost—personal loves and loyalties must be sacrificed for the good of the nation. Also, when Darnay is arrested for the second time, in Book the Third, Chapter 7, the guard who seizes him reminds Manette of the primacy of state interests over personal loyalties. Moreover, Madame Defarge gives her husband a similar lesson when she chastises him for his devotion to Manette—an emotion that, in her opinion, only clouds his obligation to the revolutionary cause. Most important, Carton’s transformation into a man of moral worth depends upon his sacrificing of his former self. In choosing to die for his friends, Carton not only enables their happiness but also ensures his spiritual rebirth.

The Tendency toward Violence and Oppression in Revolutionaries

Throughout the novel, Dickens approaches his historical subject with some ambivalence. While he supports the revolutionary cause, he often points to the evil of the revolutionaries themselves. Dickens deeply sympathizes with the plight of the French peasantry and emphasizes their need for liberation. The several chapters that deal with the Marquis Evrémonde successfully paint a picture of a vicious aristocracy that shamelessly exploits and oppresses the nation’s poor. Although Dickens condemns this oppression, however, he also condemns the peasants’ strategies in overcoming it. For in fighting cruelty with cruelty, the peasants effect no true revolution; rather, they only perpetuate the violence that they themselves have suffered. Dickens makes his stance clear in his suspicious and cautionary depictions of the mobs. The scenes in which the people sharpen their weapons at the grindstone and dance the grisly Carmagnole come across as deeply macabre. Dickens’s most concise and relevant view of revolution comes in the final chapter, in which he notes the slippery slope down from the oppressed to the oppressor: “Sow the same seed of rapacious license and oppression over again, and it will surely yield the same fruit according to its kind.” Though Dickens sees the French Revolution as a great symbol of transformation and resurrection, he emphasizes that its violent means were ultimately antithetical to its end.

Motifs 

Motifs are recurring structures, contrasts, or literary devices that can help to develop and inform the text’s major themes.
Doubles

The novel’s opening words (“It was the best of times, it was the worst of times. . . .”) immediately establish the centrality of doubles to the narrative. The story’s action divides itself between two locales, the two cities of the title. Dickens positions various characters as doubles as well, thus heightening the various themes within the novel. The two most important females in the text function as diametrically opposed doubles: Lucie is as loving and nurturing as Madame Defarge is hateful and bloodthirsty. Dickens then uses this opposition to make judgments and thematic assertions. Thus, for example, while Lucie’s love initiates her father’s spiritual transformation and renewal, proving the possibility of resurrection, Madame Defarge’s vengefulness only propagates an infinite cycle of oppression, showing violence to be self-perpetuating. 

Dickens’s doubling technique functions not only to draw oppositions, but to reveal hidden parallels. Carton, for example, initially seems a foil to Darnay; Darnay as a figure reminds him of what he could have been but has failed to become. By the end of the novel, however, Carton transforms himself from a good-for-nothing to a hero whose goodness equals or even surpasses that of the honorable Darnay. While the two men’s physical resemblance initially serves only to underscore Carton’s moral inferiority to Darnay, it ultimately enables Carton’s supremely self-elevating deed, allowing him to disguise himself as the condemned Darnay and die in his place. As Carton goes to the guillotine in his double’s stead, he raises himself up to, or above, Darnay’s virtuous status.

Shadows and Darkness

Shadows dominate the novel, creating a mood of thick obscurity and grave foreboding. An aura of gloom and apprehension surrounds the first images of the actual story—the mail coach’s journey in the dark and Jerry Cruncher’s emergence from the mist. The introduction of Lucie Manette to Jarvis Lorry furthers this motif, as Lucie stands in a room so darkened and awash with shadows that the candlelight seems buried in the dark panels of the walls. This atmosphere contributes to the mystery surrounding Lorry’s mission to Paris and Manette’s imprisonment. It also creates a literal manifestation of Dickens’s observations about the shadowy depths of the human heart. As illustrated in the chapter with the appropriate subheading “The Night Shadows,” every living person carries profound secrets and mysteries that will never see the light of day. Shadows continue to fall across the entire novel. The vengeful Madame Defarge casts a shadow on Lucie and all of her hopes, as emphasized in Book the Third, Chapter 5. As Lucie stands in the pure, fresh snow, Madame Defarge passes by “like a shadow over the white road.” In addition, the letter that Defarge uses to condemn Darnay to death throws a crippling shadow over the entire family; fittingly, the chapter that reveals the letter’s contents bears the subheading “The Substance of the Shadow.”

Imprisonment

Almost all of the characters in A Tale of Two Cities fight against some form of imprisonment. For Darnay and Manette, this struggle is quite literal. Both serve significant sentences in French jails. Still, as the novel demonstrates, the memories of what one has experienced prove no less confining than the walls of prison. Manette, for example, finds himself trapped, at times, by the recollection of life in the Bastille and can do nothing but revert, trembling, to his pathetic shoemaking compulsion. Similarly, Carton spends much of the novel struggling against the confines of his own personality, dissatisfied with a life that he regards as worthless.

Symbols 

Symbols are objects, characters, figures, or colors used to represent abstract ideas or concepts.
The Broken Wine Cask

With his depiction of a broken wine cask outside Defarge’s wine-shop, and with his portrayal of the passing peasants’ scrambles to lap up the spilling wine, Dickens creates a symbol for the desperate quality of the people’s hunger. This hunger is both the literal hunger for food—the French peasants were starving in their poverty—and the metaphorical hunger for political freedoms. On the surface, the scene shows the peasants in their desperation to satiate the first of these hungers. But it also evokes the violent measures that the peasants take in striving to satisfy their more metaphorical cravings. For instance, the narrative directly associates the wine with blood, noting that some of the peasants have acquired “a tigerish smear about the mouth” and portraying a drunken figure scrawling the word “blood” on the wall with a wine-dipped finger. Indeed, the blood of aristocrats later spills at the hands of a mob in these same streets.

Throughout the novel, Dickens sharply criticizes this mob mentality, which he condemns for perpetrating the very cruelty and oppression from which the revolutionaries hope to free themselves. The scene surrounding the wine cask is the novel’s first tableau of the mob in action. The mindless frenzy with which these peasants scoop up the fallen liquid prefigures the scene at the grindstone, where the revolutionaries sharpen their weapons (Book the Third, Chapter 2), as well as the dancing of the macabre Carmagnole (Book the Third, Chapter 5).

Madame Defarge’s Knitting

Even on a literal level, Madame Defarge’s knitting constitutes a whole network of symbols. Into her needlework she stitches a registry, or list of names, of all those condemned to die in the name of a new republic. But on a metaphoric level, the knitting constitutes a symbol in itself, representing the stealthy, cold-blooded vengefulness of the revolutionaries. As Madame Defarge sits quietly knitting, she appears harmless and quaint. In fact, however, she sentences her victims to death. Similarly, the French peasants may appear simple and humble figures, but they eventually rise up to massacre their oppressors.

Dickens’s knitting imagery also emphasizes an association between vengefulness and fate, which, in Greek mythology, is traditionally linked to knitting or weaving. The Fates, three sisters who control human life, busy themselves with the tasks of weavers or seamstresses: one sister spins the web of life, another measures it, and the last cuts it. Madame Defarge’s knitting thus becomes a symbol of her victims’ fate—death at the hands of a wrathful peasantry.

The Marquis

The Marquis Evrémonde is less a believable character than an archetype of an evil and corrupt social order. He is not only overly self-indulgent, as evidenced by the train of attendants who help him to drink his chocolate; he is also completely indifferent to the lives of the peasants whom he exploits, as evidenced by his lack of sympathy for the father of the child whom his carriage tramples to death. As such, the Marquis stands as a symbol of the ruthless aristocratic cruelty that the French Revolution seeks to overcome.
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A Tale of Two Cities

Reading Schedule
Remember … download a free audio version of the novel and listen while you read.
Date

Chapters to be read that day/night  

Jan
18
Book II, 1-3


19
4-5

20
6-7

21
8-9

22
10


25
11-12

26
13-14
27
15-16
28
17-18
29
18-22
Feb. 
1
23-24

2
Book III, 1-2

3
3

4
4-5


5
6


8
7-8

9
9

10
10

11
11-12

12
13-15

· Study questions are to help you with the understanding of the novel and with the quizzes… they are not required.
On any day there may be a brief quiz over facts from the 
assigned chapters.








Name________________________________________

A Tale of Two Cities

Study Questions

Book I

Chapter 1 (Notice the very famous beginning in line one.)
1. How are Fate and Death personified?

Chapter 2


1.
What is the immediate setting? (place and time)


2.
What did the passengers of the mail coach fear?

Chapter 3


1.
Briefly describe Jerry Cruncher’s reaction to Mr. Lorry’s message.


2.
How old was the man in Mr. Lorry’s dream?


Chapter 4


1.
Why is Mr. Lorry going to Paris?


2.
What was Lucie’s response once Mr. Lorry finally told her about her father?

Chapter 5


1.
Who is the wine-shop keeper?


2.
What is Monsieur Defarge’s wife doing as she is sitting in the wine shop?

Chapter 6


1.
When Dr. Manette was asked his name, what did he reply?


2.
What does Lucie plan to do for Dr. Manette?

Book II

Chapter 1


1.
This section begins in what year?


2.
Who is the odd-job man working at Tellson’s?

Chapter 2

1. What crime is the court trying at Old Bailey?

2. Describe the “criminal.”

Chapter 3

1. Who was the “virtuous servant” that was questioned during the trial? Who else testifies?

2. What was the verdict at the end of the trial?

Chapter 4

1. Explain Dr. Manette’s reaction to Charles Darnay after the trial.

Chapter 5

1. Describe Sydney Carton.

2. How does Carton evaluate his own life and Stryver’s?

Chapter 6

1. During the first recorded visit of Darnay to Dr. Manette’s, what historical building of London does he discuss?

2. What nickname does Miss Pross have for Lucie?

Chapter 7

1. How does the Marquis react to the death of the child?

2. The common people of Paris are compared with what?

Chapter 8

1. What happened to the man who was hanging onto the coach?

2. On the way to his chateau, Monseigneur is stopped by a widowed girl, making what request?

Chapter 9

1. As the Monsieur the Marquis enters his chateau, two sounds are mentioned. What are they?

2. Who is the nephew of the Monseigneur?

3. What happens to the Monsieur the Marquis?

Chapter 10

1. What is Charles Darnay’s occupation in England?

2. When Charles Darnay tells Dr. Manette of his love for Lucie, he wants to tell Dr. Manette his history, but Dr. Manette asks him to wait until when?

Chapter 11

1. Who is Mr. Stryver in love with?

2. What does Stryver suggest Carton should do?

Chapter 12

1. Who discourages Mr. Stryver’s romantic intentions?

Chapter 13

1. What does Carton reveal about himself to Lucie? 

2. Carton makes a promise to Lucie. What are the famous lines giving that promise?

Chapter 14

1. Mr. Cruncher and his son observe what kind of procession coming down Fleet Street?

2. Who is the procession in “honor” of?

3. What is Mr. Cruncher’s second “occupation”—he’s called a fisherman and a “resurrection-man,” but what does he really do? Is he successful?

Chapter 15

1. What incident does the mender of roads report to Defarge and the other revolutionaries?

2. What does Madame Defarge say she knits? What family is to be entered into Madame Defarge’s register?

Chapter 16

1. What kind of people does Madame Defarge enter into her “register”?

2. What code name is used by the common people during the French Revolution?

3. What does Madame Defarge pin in her hair? What is the significance of this action?

4. What news upsets the Defarges?

5. Where will the women of St. Antoine knit someday?

Chapter 17

1. While in prison, what things did Dr. Manette imagine for the future?

2. Who will attend Lucie’s wedding?

Chapter 18

1. Who does Miss Pross say was born to be a bachelor?

2. Immediately after the wedding, what happens to Dr. Manette?

Chapter 19

1. How long does Dr. Manette’s reaction last?

2. What was wrong with Dr. Manette’s hands?

3. How does Mr. Lorry discuss Dr. Manette’s situation with him?

4. After Dr. Manette went to be with Lucie, what did Mr. Lorry and Miss Pross do?

Chapter 20

1. What special request does Lucie make of Charles?

Chapter 21

1. What relative of Lucie’s died?

2. What year is it?

3. Why does Monsieur Defarge ask for the North Tower?

Chapter 22

1. Who was referred to as the “sight to chill the boldest?”

2. Who tricked the people into thinking that he was dead?

3. What is Defarge referring to with his statement “at last it is come, my dear?”

Chapter 23

1. This chapter tells of destruction of what structure?

2. Whom were the people trying to capture at the end of the chapter?

Chapter 24

1. What year is it?

2. Why does Darnay feel he must go to Paris?

3. How does Charles Darnay inform Lucie and her father of his departure to Paris?

Book III

Chapter 1

1. Name some of the typical slogans/cries of the citizen-patriots (3 or 4)?

2. How old is Charles Darnay when he is taken prison in France?

3. Who is the “female newly-born?”

Chapter 2

1. What is going on in the courtyard of the Paris branch of Tellson’s?

2. Why does Dr. Manette think he can save Darnay?

3. What is ironic about Darnay’s arrest?

Chapter 3

1. Who brings a note from Dr. Manette?

2. Of what importance is little Lucie to Madame Defarge?

Chapter 4

1. What job does Dr. Manette get in Paris?

2. What happens to the King and Queen of France?

Chapter 5

1. Why does Lucie appear in the same street of Paris at the same time every day?

2. Who notices Lucie standing there? What was the man’s former occupation?

Chapter 6

1. On the day Charles goes before the tribunal, how many others have been tried and convicted?

2. What is the final verdict of the tribunal regarding Darnay?

Chapter 7

1. During the French Revolution, who is the King of England?

2. After Darnay’s release from the tribunal, who comes to arrest him and take him back to prison?

3. Who has denounced Darnay, causing his second arrest?

Chapter 8

1. Why does Miss Pross scream in the wine-shop?

2. What other name is Solomon Pross known by?

3. What important information does Jerry Cruncher have about Roger Cly?

Chapter 9

1. What does Mr. Lorry confront Jerry Cruncher about?

2. What does Carton purchase at the chemist’s shop?

3. What does Carton recall as he walks at night thinking of his parents’ death and his plan for the immediate future?

4. Which three citizens are listed as the accusers/denouncers of Darnay at this third trial?

Chapter 10

1. At Darnay’s third trial, what is the chief evidence against him?

2. Dr. Manette’s prison letter reveals who was responsible for his imprisonment in the Bastille. Who was it?

Chapter 11

1. Who decides to plead one more time to the Prosecutor and President for Charles’ life?

Chapter 12

1. What does Sydney Carton not do for the “first time in many years?”

2. The servants described in Dr. Manette’s letter are relatives of whom?

3. What happens to Dr. Manette when he fails to get Darnay released?

Chapter 13

1. What three people does Charles write the night before he is to die?

2. How many are to die with Charles Darnay?

3. Carton gets access to the prison because he knows whom?

4. Who recognizes that Carton is not Darnay?

Chapter 14

1. Whom do Madame Defarge, Jacques Three, and the Vengeance not trust?

2. What happens to Madame Defarge?

3. What severe injury does Miss Pross suffer before she leaves Paris?

Chapter 15

1. Who is at the guillotine to be sure Carton carries through his promise?

2. Whose absence from the execution disturbs the supporters of the Republic?
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