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Novel Project 3—Students’ Choice

Book Choice Guidelines

1. Choose a book you’ve never read before. (You may read a book you’ve watched a movie of.)

2. Choose a book you can finish during the next nine weeks. 

3. Do not use SparkNotes, CliffsNotes, or any other outside source (including online, other writings, or other people) during this project. Reading and presenting the original novel is the assignment.

4. Find a copy of the novel at the library, at a bookstore, or online. If you check out a copy from the library, be aware of the due dates so that you do not acquire fines.

Report Guidelines—oral and written

1. The goal of the oral report is both to let you enjoy a classic and to inform others about good literature.

2. In March, sign up for an oral report date. (Reports will happen after Bible Conference.) You must be ready to speak on the day for which you sign up. 

3. The oral report must be 4-6 minutes long. There will be a variety of creative choices for presenting this (some including food() … details to come.
4. Note cards and visual aids will be allowed for the report.

5. On the date of your oral report, a written summary/evaluation of your book will also be due. (More details about the written part of this project will be distributed later.)

Reading is fun. Enjoy this project!

“Reading is to the mind what exercise is to the body.”—Sir Richard Steele
“The man who does not read books has no advantage over the man that cannot read them.”—Mark Twain

“The books that help you most are those which make you think the most.”—Theodore Parker

	Title
	Author
	Difficulty
	Summary

	Any book by Jamie Turner
	Turner
	medium
	A variety of captivating settings, plots and characters

	Emma
	Austen
	difficult
	a girl's matchmaking leads to problems, true love

	*The Fellowship of the Ring
	Tolkien
	difficult
	a young hobbit and his friends encounter enemies and evil because of the ring in their possession

	*The Hobbit
	Tolkien
	easy
	fantasy; a hobbit’s friends, enemies, adventures

	*The Iliad (or the Odyssey)
	Homer
	difficult
	mythology

	In Search of Honor
	Hess
	easy
	adventure; set during the French Revolution

	In His Steps
	Sheldon
	medium
	early Christian fiction; WWJD origin; congregation responds to pastor’s challenge to live by this creed

	Jane Eyre
	Bronte
	medium
	a story of Jane: a governess, orphan and a plain girl but full of courage and spirit … an unconventional love story

	The Last of the Mohicans
	Cooper
	difficult
	a hero of the French and Indian War works to rescue a Colonel’s two daughters

	Little Women
	Alcott
	medium
	four sisters handle the challenges of youth/war

	The Man in the Iron Mask
	Dumas
	medium
	Musketeers rescue the hidden brother of King Louis XIV

	*Mutiny on the Bounty
	Nordhoff Hall
	medium
	a crew rebels against a strict captain after experiencing island freedom

	My Antonia
	Cather
	medium
	an immigrant girl and an American boy grow up and work through various phases of friendship

	Oliver Twist
	Dickens
	difficult
	orphan boy’s life is hard till kind friends find him

	Out of the Silent Planet
	Lewis
	medium
	the first of a space trilogy; good vs. evil on Mars

	Rebecca
	Du Maurier
	medium
	wife #2 discovers the mysteries surrounding the death of wife #1; mystery/ghost story

	*The Return of the King
	Tolkien
	difficult
	book 3; the final battles between good/ring vs. evil

	The Scarlet Pimpernel
	Orczy
	medium
	disguised, this Frenchman rescues the innocent

	Sense and Sensibility
	Austen
	difficult
	two sisters’ personalities contrast as they work through frustrating relationships

	Silas Marner
	Elliott
	easy
	setting is industrial revolution; a moral fairy tale

	Tom Sawyer
	Twain
	medium
	a young orphan’s mischievous and fun adventures

	Treasure Island
	Stevenson
	medium
	a young man’s adventures trying to find a treasure

	*The Two Towers
	Tolkien
	difficult
	book 2; the continuing adventures of the hobbit and his ring

	Uncle Tom’s Cabin
	Stowe
	difficult
	Civil War setting; a Christian slave is treated either well or badly by his different masters


*These are books I have not read.
The fact that these books or authors are on this list in no way implies complete endorsement of the work or author. You may encounter objectionable elements, so use your godly discernment as you read. If you have any questions about this before choosing your novel, please come see me.









Mrs. Klass
